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"God Allowed Me to Be
Their Voice!"
An open letter to Update readers

Editor 's Note: Clarissa Band, a 2000 Cedarville graduate and communication arts
maj01; came to Cedarville in 1996 from Londonderry, New Hampshire. Band was
active in campus activities and pe1formances, and, as part of the requirement for
program completion, Band performed a senior recital in the spring of 2000.
The research and subsequent pe1formance gave her unimaginable opportunities,
ultimately leading to a November 2000 Veterans Day pe1formance at the Vietnam
Memorial Wall in Washington, D. C. The following is her account of these lifechanging events, a platform unlike any other to share Christ.
wo years ago when I began research for my senior recital , I was overwhelmed
by the grief that still lingers over America's involvement in the Vietnam
Conflict. I chose to focus on the Army nurses who served, and I discovered
women whose service had been virtually ignored by their families, their friends , and
their nation. The thanks they had received seemed embarrassingly small. These
women had vanished into anonymity, so the focus for my recital soon became clearto honor these forgotten women, to celebrate their service, and to pay tribute for their
sacrifice.
Over the two years, I came into correspondence with a wide variety of women.
Initially I was treated with skepticism-just another college student who thought
Vietnam was "just like M*A *S*H." But as our friendships developed, these women
candidly shared their experiences with me. When I compiled my script, I thought it
was important to allow these women to speak for themselves, so I left their words
unchanged, editing only when necessitated by my time constraint. I shared my script
with them, and soon I found myself a voice for these women, many of whom are still
unable to talk about their wartime experience. I became their "ambassador," as one of
my veteran friends came to call me.
In the course of preparing, I became acquainted with the Vietnam Women's
Memorial Project. A few months after my recital, the founder, Diane Carlson Evans ,
invited me to perform a portion of my recital on Veterans Day in Washington, D.C. in
front of the Vietnam Women 's Memorial.
On November 11 , I stood on the lawn between the Vietnam Wall and the
Women 's Memorial terrified of what I was about to do. I was there to tell a story to
the women who had told it to me! How could I, a 22-year-old woman, connect with
these women who had lived through the horrors I was about to reenact?
As I performed, I was overcome by the almost haunting grief I saw in the eyes of
many in the audience. In front of me, one man stood staring at the ground. He never
looked up. A woman to the left of me cried from the moment I began to speak. I don ' t
think I've ever felt so helpless in my life-so powerless to comfort a hurting heart.
As I began to tell the story of an 18-year-old soldier who had lost his legs , I looked
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"God has given me a
platform that He has given
to few others my age.
Indeed, Christ holds the key
to their needed answers. "

-Clarissa Band

(continued on bock page)

Cedar11ille Uni11ersity
More Cedarville Grads Returning As Faculty
"S

ince we are seeking to preserve and enhance the unique educational experience that is Cedarville's, it
makes sense to find qualified individuals who bought into our mission as students. That is why we have
even more aggressively pursued Cedarville grads for faculty positions," shared Dr. Duane Wood,
academic vice president. "Certainly non-graduates can also help preserve our experience, and they have.
However, a graduate of a program can speak to its effectiveness and appreciate the distinctives."
The Cedarville faculty is comprised of 170 full-time members and numerous adjuncts. Fifty-seven of
those who teach students full-time are Cedarville grads. This fall, nine of the 23 who joined the faculty call
Cedarville their alma mater. Update collected perspectives from six of these "rookie" faculty.
V. Shelley Dugle, M.A.
Class of 1995
Assistant Professor of Education

God used a simple e-mail that I sent to the education department after my first
teaching experience in a public school setting. I e-mailed the news that I was now in
special education, and I expressed interest in someday returning to teach in Cedarville s
department. I appreciated Cedarville s caring as a student, but now I can see why my
faculty were so caring of me-because they were caring of each other. They are spiritual
mentors and prayer warriors. That is what spills over to students.
I have a burden for the public school setting, and I want to instill in my students the sensitivity to interact
positively with all people in that setting so that they will have numerous opportunities to live and share Christ.
Steve Gruber, Ed.D.
Class of 1974
Assistant Professor of Education
I originally came to Cedarville in 1970 to run cross country and track for Elvin
King, who is still here. To think that I am now a colleague of his is amazing. After a 25plus year career in the public schools, it is refreshing to pray in class and freely speak
about spiritual things. In light of the hectic pace of being a principal of a 1,250 student
high school, it is also refreshing to invest quality time with students. My primary message
to them is to never compromise their principles no matter the pressures to do so.
David Hoffeditz, Ph.D.
Class of 1992
Assistant Professor of Bible
At the time of Cedarville s offer, I was also asked to join a seminary faculty. But I had
a peace about Cedarville- I could be a part of an incredible institution that was
committed to equipping men and women to serve God in the broadest of scopes. That
excited me. And I do want my students to remember one thing about Professor Hoffeditz:
that he always challenged them to not simply recall information, but also to live it, and to
truly love the Lord their God with all their heart, soul, AND mind.
Frank Jenista, Ph.D.
Class of 1968
Professor of International Studies
I served with the U.S. State Department for 25 years as a diplomat, serving several
assignments in foreign service. Over the years, my wife Barb (also a Cedarville grad)
and I maintained ties to Cedarville, principally with faculty, and with those we worked
with by hosting Cedarville MIS teams while stationed abroad. When on leave in the U.S.,
we often visited Cedarville, and, if classes were in session, spoke to classes and groups of
students.
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Scholarships Pay Eternal Dividends
Expressions of Gratitude from Cedarville Students
ne of the often-overlooked benefits of being a
Cedarville University scholarship donor is the
opportunity to communicate with your student
recipient. A scholarship gift is frequently the start of a
lifetime relationship between the donor and the
student. A Cedarville University scholarship gift is not
only important monetarily, but it also demonstrates to
students that God cares and will provide for their
needs. A scholarship gift never stops paying dividends
because Cedarville students are eager to reach other
people for Christ as they work in their chosen
professions.
The following excerpts have been taken from letters
written by student recipients to scholarship donors.
As you read them, you will have a greater sense of the
impact of scholarship gifts.

0

"I would like to thank you from the bottom of my
heart for your financial contribution to my
education here at Cedarville University.
The privilege of gaining a biblically-based liberal
arts education has taught me so much about life and
given me direction not only in choosing a career but
also in reaffirming what I believe .... "
"Your financial support is giving me the training
that will allow God to use me to impact lives for
eternity. "
"Your limitless generosity has enabled so much for
me: a $2,500 financial provision for three years, a
degree from Cedarville University, but most
importantly, a greater sense of calling and direction
as I seek to impact this world for Christ... "
"I am writing to say thank you for the extremely
generous scholarship that you have given me.
I thank God that he has laid it upon your hearts to
support me as I study and work toward
accomplishing His will for my life. This gift has
reassured me that God is going to supply all of my
needs and that He is in control. The area I'm
struggling with most is the very area that you have

aided me in. My parents are very supportive of my
choice, but cannot help me financially, which leaves
God totally responsible for paying for my education.
Your gift is a blessing from God, and I know He will
provide."
"I am a sophomore premedical/biology major. Once
I graduate from Cedarville University I plan to
attend med school. Ifeel that God is calling me to
work in medical missions once I become a doctor.
There is no way I could afford to attend Cedarville
without scholarships such as yours .... "
"I am writing to thank you both for your support of
me this year and the past two years. I cannot begin
to explain to you what a blessing it is to be here at
Cedarville. I could not possibly imagine myself at
any other institution. Thank you for your continual
generosity to me and to Cedarville. For the past two
years, I have been able to meet Christian friends that
will last a lifetime, that will pray for me, and will
encourage me in my walk with the Lord. The faculty
has influenced me by not only presenting the class
material, but also showing the love of God.
Sometimes Iforget how fortunate I am to be able to
hear the Truth of God in chapel and in class, and it
become so normal that Iforget how unique this
school is. Truly Cedarville is blessed by God.... "

Contact the Office of
Gift Planning
Letter

Phone

Office of Gift Planning
Cedarville University
251 N. Main Street
Cedarville , OH 45314

1-800-766-1115
Dave Bartlett or
Kim Longo

E-mail
bartletd@cedarville.edu
longok@cedarville.edu

Fax
1-937-766-7628

Gift Planning

Planning Your Future?
Are you ...
• Between the ages of 25 & 60?
• Worried about having sufficient retirement
income?
• Worried about paying for your children's
education?

Do you want to ...
• Reduce your taxes?
• Create guaranteed retirement or educational
income beginning at a specific date?
• Help Cedarville University students?
flexible deferred gift annuity is an
exciting gift opportunity for younger
individuals who want to help
Cedarville University and create income for
their lifetime. With this option, a person can
make gifts to Cedarville, receive significant,
immediate tax deductions, and provide for
their family's future with retirement or
educational income.
A flexible deferred gift annuity works
especially well for people between the ages of
25 and 60 because their payout rate increases
with each year they choose to defer income.
Individuals commonly choose to defer income
until retirement when they need the additional
money and are in a lower income tax bracket.
Parents also frequently choose to use the future
income for their children's educational
expenses. Although their income stream from
Cedarville begins later, donors receive an
immediate charitable income tax deduction,
typically 45 to 65 percent the amount of the
donation .

A

For example, if a 40-year-old donor makes a
$5 ,000 gift through a deferred gift annuity, she
can receive a 26.4 percent payout, or $1 ,320
per year, from Cedarville beginning at age 65 .
This income will continue throughout her
lifetime. She also receives a charitable income
tax deduction of $3 ,091 , which she can use in
the year she makes the gift or carry over for
five additional years. Additionally, if she uses
appreciated assets such as securities, she can
realize a savings on her capital gains taxes.
For more information about a deferred gift
annuity or other life income gifts, please
contact Dave or Kim in the gift planning
office. We will provide a personal financial
analysis of life income gift options, and, of
course, there is no obligation.

Ms. Donor's Flexible Deferred
Gift Annuity
•
•
•
•

Ms. Donor is 40 years old
Makes a $5,000 gift
Creates tax deduction of $3 ,091
Begins income from CU at
age 65
• Receives a 26 percent
payout= $1320/yr
• Income continues for her lifetime
• Gives remainder asset to CU at
her death
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update
Quotable Chapel Notes
Rev. David Seefried, a 1989 Cedarville graduate
and a missionary serving with Evangelical Baptist
Mission (EBM), spoke during the Fall Quarter
Day of Prayer. Rev. Seefried and his wife, Sally,
are helping develop a South Africa orphanage
facility to serve the orphaned children of AIDS
victims. The Seefrieds are assisted by Dana Scott,
a 1998 Cedarville graduate. Cedarville students
are raising funds in January/ February 2001 to
build a housing unit, and teams of Cedarville
students plan to serve annually at the
orphanage.

We have an opportunity as people of God to
step forward and show the compassion of Christ.
The compassion that Ispeak of is something that
is deeply rooted in the Word of God. In Matthew 9,
Jesus said, "It is not those who are healthy who
need aphysician, but those who are sick. But go
and learn what this means, 'Idesire compassion,
and not sacrifice,' for Idid not come to call the
righteous, but sinners. " I think compassion is a
biblical concept, a part of God, and it is one of
His affributes. God is compassionate and
merciful. If He were not, we would not be where
we are today as His children. He took us where
we were and as we were, and He changed our
lives. ... When Christ commands us to be
compassionate anti love our neighbor, all too
often 11 lilc1 ta aslc the queslion, ivho is my
lllighborr Wt .,,,, "" - - ta he that our
,,,;gMm 011 our brotbtts and sisttls in Christ.
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(cover story continued)
out into the audience to see a man standing before me with only one leg. Seeing
these people face to face, my heart was touched by their story more than ever, and
tears began to flow from my eyes.
After my performance, I talked to many veterans, both women and men.
One vet gave me his red "Welcome Home" rose and seemed content just to stand
beside me. A woman with tears streaming down her face simply told me, "That
was me. " A man in a fatigue jacket rushed over to me excitedly asking, "You said
you served at Chu Lai?" Somehow, my words had transcended time, and he was
still 22 and looking at the girl who was his nurse. Another man shook my hand
and thanked me for telling his daughter about his year in service because he
couldn 't.
Later that evening, I performed again for the Dusters, Quads, and Searchlights
reunion (a national association comprised of Vietnam artillery/support veterans)
and was met with similar reactions. Everywhere I went, women and men seemed
so grateful that I would tell their story. As the evening came to an end and I was
about to leave, a quiet woman approached me with tears in her eyes. I held her in
my arms as she wept for all the boys she could not save.
I don ' t claim to have single-handedly erased their grief that day, but I do
believe I participated, in a small way, in the process of their healing. God allowed
me to be the voice of these men and women . I told them , in my own inadequate
way, that I understand. And I told them that I would do my part so that no one
forgets them. I told them that I love them- that THEY are my heroes. God has
given me a platform that He has gi ven to few others my age . Indeed, Christ holds
the key to their needed answers .
Laura Palmer, in her book Sh rapnel in the Heart, a collection of letters left at
the Wall, writes: "Nothing I can write, no story I can tell , will erase anyone 's pain,
but it can, I hope, crack the isolation which is the tyranny of grief." This is my
prayer and my passion. Because of research Cedarville encouraged me to do, the
men and women who served in the Vietnam Conflict have truly become a piece of
my he"t.
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Volleyball Team Represents Cedarville Well

C

edarville's volleyball coach, Teresa Clark, al so an associate professor of
physical education, always expects a high level of performance from
those who play in her program. Her five winning seasons are proof of
this, and this past season was no different.
"Senior leadership made a huge difference for our team. Our four seniorsLori Bunger, Chrissie Fretts, LaChelle Peters, and Leah Ziegenfuss-had a
stron g influence. They are solid young ladies and students who provided good
role models for the other team members," shared Clark. With these seniors
leading the way, the Lady Jackets finished their season with a record of 29-14
and 14-2 in the conference. As a result, for only the second time in Cedarville's
history, the team advanced to the NAIA national regional competition.
"Our success was defined just as much off-court as it was on. These girls
always make it their priority to have a winning testimony no matter what the
scoreboard says at the end of the game," Clark continued . "I always take greater
satisfaction in that than in the record. It is rewarding to have a fan , or an
opposing coach or player, comment on how poised our ladies were during a bad
call or low part of the game. And, almost every time, they comment on our
having prayer after each match , thanking God for what He did for us. Even
alumni come up to me and express thanks that these priorities are still in place.
That is all part of our witness for Christ. In fact, it opens doors for us to share
Christ with many."

Web Site Information
Want to give a gift online? Visit our Web site at www.cedarville.edu.

